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T!>ese Aryan robbers and nomads, some of whom were
known as Dabse (Sansk. Dasyus or robbers) had bt-en, it
should be remembered, the pests of Sapta-Sindhu, before
they were driven out by the Rgvedic Aryans. When the
Iranians and other Aryan tribes emigrated from India, and
settled in Persia, Media, Elam and other parts of Western
Asia, these robbers proved as much pests to them as they
had proved to the Rgvedic Aryans in Sapta-Sindhu. Tne
civilised Aryan settlers, however, managed to keep them
away from their territories, and probably drove most of them
westward until, further pressed forward by other civilised
and more powerful tribes, they were compelled to pass out of
Asia into Europe through the isthmus of Bosphorus. The
route of march of th^se wild Aryan savages must have been
along the southern coast of the Black Sea, through the
ancient province known as Pontus, which is the same word
as the Sanskrit Pantkd meaning ''highway." The mountains
and forests of Media, Armenia, Pontus, Cappadocia, Galatia,
Mysia and Lydia must have afforded them sufficient refuge
and facility for hunting to induce them to hang about and-
tarry in tho^e regions for a long time, until they were ousted
from possession and pressed forward again by other more
powerful tribes, leaving such residues in all the regions as
chose to remain by adopting more civilised and peaceful
ways of living. As the Mediterranean Sea barred their
further progress westward, they naturally turned towards the
north and went over to Europe, scattering themselves, along
with other Asiatic nomads, east, west, north and south.
Of all the Aryan tribes that were compelled to leave
Sapta-Sindhu, and passed westward, " the Persians were th-e
first Aryans to achieve a great world empire within his.toric
times. With them the Aryan race became dominant in the
Western world, and it has so continued to the present time,
The Persians themselves maintained Che first place among
the nations only for about two centuries, or from the time of